252                     RATNAGIRI DISTRICT

occupying 48, 33, and 21 square miles respectively. These grains are
eaten by the poorer classes. Of pulses, which occupy 24 square miles,
the chief is kulith (16 square miles), grown in the southern portion of
the District, especially in Malvan. Oilseeds, chiefly niger-seed, occupy
12 square miles. Chillies are raised in small quantities as a ' dry-
season ' crop. Sugar-cane is cultivated in all parts of the District,
except Khed and Chiplun. Tag or san-hemp (3 square miles) occupies
a considerable area, and is used chiefly for making fishing-nets, twine,
ropes, gunny, and paper. The remaining agricultural products of the
District are coco-nuts and areca-nuts, both of which are exported in
considerable quantities.

Since 1818 experiments have been undertaken with a view to intro-
ducing the cultivation of cotton into the District, but without success.
The only real improvement of late years has been the conversion of
considerable areas of inferior soil into rice and garden land. Under
the Land Improvement and Agriculturists' Loans Acts over 1-5 lakhs
has been advanced to cultivators since 1894-5. Of this sum, Rs.
34,000 was lent in 1896-7, Rs. 25,000 in 1899-1900, and Rs. 22,000
in 1900-1.

The pasturage of the District being poor and devoid of nutiiment,
the local breed of cattle is inferior. Sheep imported from the grazing
grounds above the Ghats deteriorate rapidly, and horses quickly lose
condition. Goats, though of inferior breed, appear to thrive. The
only imported breed of cows 01 buffaloes is from Jafarabad in South
Kathiawar. Sheep are kept by butchers and goats by Brahmans for
milk; no care is bestowed on their breeding. Donkeys are rarely
kept by any but the vagrant tribes.

Of the total cultivated area in 1903-4, only 15 square miles, or
0-3 per cent., were irrigated, the areas from various sources being
tanks i square mile, wells 7 square miles, and othei sources 7 square
miles. Of the irrigated area, nearly 5 square miles were under rice,
Irrigation is chiefly from wells and watercouises, as the tidal influence
passes so far inland as to make the rivers useless for irrigation. The
District contains 6,501 wells and 43 tanks used for irrigation. No
ponds or reservoirs are large enough to be used in watering fields,
except a few in Malvan.

In the early days of British occupation, the region round Bankot
creek was clothed with fine teakwood. Curved teak logs, known as
'Bankot knees,' were largely exported to Bombay; and from Bankot
came most of the stout ribs and frameworks of the old Indian navy.
The Marathas had shipbuilding yards at Malvan and Vijayadrug, and
showed a prudent regard for forest preservation. After the transfer of
the District from the Peshvva in 1818, cultivation greatly increased, and
the larger part of the District was laid bare. In 1829 the forests were